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isia: A Challenge To The 
West 


jm the May News-Letter Dr. Sikes 
W5A Shifts Policy) discussed the re- 

#sal in American foreign policy indi- 
bed by the abstention of the U. S. on 
1@ vote to place the Tunisian com- 
§ int against France on the agenda of 
Security Council. In view of the 
#ally serious precedent” set by this 
isal of the Council to act on the 
@ plaint of a colonial people it may 

of interest to our readers to have a 

newhat more detailed, but highly 
#@ densed, report of the debate on the 
ject in the Council. 
lhe story goes back to 1881 when 
#ance, smarting from defeat in the 
#2anco-Prussian War and fearful that 
: Dual Alliance (Germany and Aus- 
a) might be used against her, and 
ding, too, new markets to replace 
mse lost in Europe, invaded Tunis 
rd compelled its ruling Bey to accept 
“temporary” French protectorate. 
eoretically, Tunis continued to be an 
lependent nation, but the French 
at in a Resident-General, French 
mops were stationed in the country 
d French immigrants and capital be- 
n to flow in. Through the past 70 
ars Tunis, or Tunisia, as it is now 
lied, has been little more than a 
‘ench dependency. 
This situation has never been ac- 
pted by the Tunisians and in the post- 
‘ar years the spirit of nationalism has 
en steadily growing. Early this year 
e leaders of the Neo-Destour Party, 
ving the largest following in Tu- 
isia, were arrested and reports say 
n0usands are in concentration camps 
nd hundreds killed. On January 12, 
ne prime minister of Tunisia went to 
‘aris to present a complaint to the 
-eneral Assembly. The document he 
resented was kept secret until the 
‘akistan delegation demanded on 
{arch 29 that it be circulated. 

On January 13 France sent a new 
tesident-General to Tunisia. His first 
et, according to Ahmed S. Bokhari, 
he Pakistan member of the Security 
ouncil, was to demand direct contact 
vith the Bey, but he was informed by 
he prime minister, in the name of the 
sey, that all official contacts should 
ake place through the prime minister. 
‘he following day the Tunisian govern- 
nent again complained to the United 
ations. The next day, January 15, the 
Yesident-General again demanded to 
ee the Bey but finally agreed to a 
onference in the presence of the prime 
ainister. The Resident-General pre- 
ented three demands, (1) that the 
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Introducing Miss Loisanne 


Buchanan 
_ The Department of Social Welfare 
is happy to announce that on June 
Ist Miss Loisanne Buchanan joined 
its staff as a departmental associate. 
Miss Buchanan is no stranger to the 
brotherhood of Disciples of Christ, 
having served first as secretarial as- 
sistant in the office of the Indiana di- 
rector of religious education and 
later in the same capacity in the na- 
tional department of religious educa- 
tion before going to Chicago for ad- 
ditional school work. During her 
years in Chicago she studied sociol- 
ogy and social work, having served 
as a group work leader and acting 
head resident of settlement houses. 
At the time she was called to the 
staff of the department she was serv- 
ing as administrative assistant in 
the office of the Chicago Disciples 
Union, where she had much of the re- 
sponsibility for local arrangements 
for the International Convention. 
J.A.C. 


complaint to the U.N. be withdrawn; 
(2) that the ministry be changed; and 


(3) that the Resident-General himself 


be appointed prime minister and the 
French garrison commander minister 
of defense. The Bey told the prime 
minister to give the answer. The prime 
minister replied to the Resident-Gen- 
eral that he had been authorized by 
the Bey to take the issue to the United 
Nations. The Resident-General and 
the commander of the French garrison 
were then recalled to Paris for two 
days of conference, following which 
they returned to Tunisia, and the Resi- 
dent-General demanded a private in- 
terview with the Bey. The Bey received 
him, but in the presence of all his min- 
isters. The Resident-General stated 
that the French government was pre- 
pared to resume negotiations on con- 
dition that the Cabinet be dismissed 
and the complaint to the United Na- 
tions withdrawn. When the Bey re- 
fused, the Resident-General produced 
a document signed by the French for- 
eign minister giving him full authority 
to act in any way he deemed suitable 
to restore law and order and to pro- 
tect French interests. The Bey replied 
that he needed time. The Resident-Gen- 
eral gave him three hours. 

That same night the Resident-Gen- 
eral arrested the Tunisian prime min- 
ister and three other ministers. A 
fourth was not arrested because he was 
old and ill, but he, too, demanded to be 

(Cont’d on Page 4, Col. 1) 
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The Problem of Germany 


On May 14 Britain, France and the 
United States sent the latest note to 
the Soviet Union in an exchange that 
has gone on since last November con- 
cerning the disposition of Germany. 
When the Russians marched into East 
Germany to meet the Western Allies 
and complete the crushing defeat of the 
Third Reich in the spring of 1945, a 
newscast from Europe declared, “God 
has broken Germany on the anvil of 
history, and she will never be re- 
united.” 

The factual part of this statement 
was quite correct. Germany had been 
broken into three parts. Some 44,000 
square miles of her territory and about 
9.5 millions of her people had been 
broken off at the Oder-Neisse line and 
added to Poland. More than 41,000 
square miles east of the Elbe with 18.5 
million people, occupied by the Soviet, 
was cut off by the Iron Curtan—ex- 
cept for the ironic fact that the West- 
ern Allies kept control of a portion of 
Berlin, a besieged island in a Soviet 
sea. In the West 50 million people and 
half of the pre-war Reich fell under oc- 
cupation by the three Western Powers. 

Whether the prophetic part of the 
remark above is to be fulfilled is yet 
uncertain. The Potsdam Declaration 
promised the Germans “eventual re- 
construction of their life on a demo- 
cratic and peaceful basis,” after a per- 
iod of tutelage under the Big Four 
powers. The hopes for this faded when 
the Russians walked out of the Control 
Council in March 1948. 

The Western Allies, with France 
dragging her feet, then set out to 
create a West German state. The Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany came into ex- 
istence September 15, 1949. Imme- 
diately the policy of the United States, 
which had firmly held to a disarmed 
Germany, began to shift toward a re- 
armed West Germany integrated into 
the Atlantic Pact defense plans. A 
“Contractual Agreement” with the 
Federal Republic, a diplomatic substi- 
tute for a peace treaty, providing for 
such integration has been signed. If it 
is ratified by the parliaments of the 
four contracting powers, the prophecy 
of 1945 will seem certain of fullfill- 
ment. For it provides that West Ger- 
many join NATO and add her forces 
to the European army. The division of 
Germany will be final. 

The Soviet Union has strenuously 
opposed these developments. She de- 
clared in September 1950, when the 
United States announced the intention 

(Cont’d. on Page 4, Col. 2) 
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A Protestant States The 
Protestant Case 


A Protestant Manifesto, by Winfred 
E. Garrison. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
$2.75. 

No short review, such as space limi- 
tations dictate this must be, can do 
justice to this book by the scholarly ed- 
ucator, theologian and writer, W. E. 
Garrison. Disclaiming any intention to 
write a Protestant “creed,” or even a 
manifesto in the strict sense of that 
word, he nevertheless states the Prot- 
estant case in affirmative terms, in- 
stead of in negatives, as is so often 
done. He defines Protestantism, what 
it is what it is not, what it affirms 
and what it denies. He takes up ele- 
ments that are common to all great re- 
ligions, those that are common to all 
Christians, and then those interpreta- 
tions that are distinctive Protestant. 
He states the Protestant doctrine of 
God and of Christ and shows how they 
differ from the Roman Catholic view. 
He explains the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith and tells what it means 
and why Protestants reject the idea 
that saints by excessive good works can 
store up a deposit of merit on which 
others can draw. The priesthood of all 
believers permits men to come to God 
through Christ directly without the in- 
termediation of saints or the Virgin 
Mary or a priest who claims to have 
authority to forgive sins. He goes on to 
explain such doctrines as the church 
and the ministry, worship and sacra- 
ments, the doctrine of man and the 
sense of Christian vocation, the use of 
symbols and the meaning of the com- 
munion of saints. 

This is not an anti-Catholic book of 
the sort of which we have had all too 
many in recent years. It is a construc- 
tive and scholarly approach to the 
things which we Protestants truly be- 
lieve. Nor is it ponderous and difficult 
to read. In fact, despite the profound 
insight of the author, I found it a most 
fascinating volume. If I were a pastor 
I should like nothing better than to 
take the leaders of my congregation 
through the ten chapters of this book 
on a succession of study evenings, feel- 
ing certain that they would come out of 
the experience with a deeper under- 
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Washington Round-Up 

Candidate’s Religion: Presidential 
election year brings the usual crop of 
rumors about the backgrounds of pros- 
pective candidates. Voters are inter- 
ested in the candidate’s family and re- 
ligion, as well as his position on public 
issues. The man and his family who 
may occupy the White House become 
natural objects of curiosity. This ten- 
dency sometimes leads to baseless ru- 
mors which gain wide currency dur- 
ing a campaign year. 

Rumors Begin: One such rumor con- 
cerning General Eisenhower was an- 
swered in full recently by the Christian 
Science Monitor. They reported, after 
careful investigation, that General 
Kisenhower had no intention of be- 
coming a Roman Catholic and consid- 
ers himself a Protestant. The story 
heard widely in the east declared that 
the General was receiving instruction 
prior to entering the Catholic church. 
The Monitor, after checking with what 
it called “authoritative” sources, de- 
tailed Eisenhower’s religious back- 
ground. He was born a “River Breth- 
ren,” an off-shoot of the Mennonites. 
His mother continued in this faith and 
was an active Christian pacifist. The 
General, living most of his life on 
Army installations, attended Protes- 
tant interdenominational services con- 
ducted by the post Chaplains. Accord- 
ing to the Monitor he is not a member 
of any denomination, but considers 
himself a “devout Protestant.” 

Democratic Candidates: -As conven- 
tion time nears ‘“‘boomlets” are begin- 
ning for many Democratic hopefuls, 
now that the President has declared he 
will not be a candidate. Senator Estes 
Kefauver continues to be the candidate 
of the people. Old guard Democrats, 
however, regard the bid of this first 
term Senator as an unsportsmanlike 
exhibition of party irregularity. They 
find it hard to forgive him for trounc- 
ing the President in New Hampshire, 
and in general, conducting himself as 
if the “smoked filled” room did not ex- 
ist. The reluctance of the party to ac- 
cept Kefauver has encouraged other 
aspirants to step forward as avowed 
candidates. Mutual Security Adminis- 
trator Averell Harriman is the latest 
to declare himself. Considered to be a 
liberal businessman, and an able public 
servant, he is still to prove himself as 
a vote getter. Democrats who were en- 
couraging Governor Adlai Stevenson 
to accept the nomination are reportedly 
backing Mr. Harriman. 

Humphrey-Douglas: Senators Hu- 
bert Humphrey of Minnesota and Paul 
Douglas of Illinois, are also being 


standing of the Christian faith and 
with a more intelligent understanding 
of why they are Protestant Christians. 
I bought the book (believe it or not!) 
and would strongly recommend that 
others do so. J.A.C. 
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pushed forward by their friends. Hum 
phrey will go to the Democratic con. 
vention as his state’s “favorite son.) 
Representing the liberal New Deal, 
wing of the party, the Minnesota Sena, 
tor personally feels that the time ig) 
not politically ripe for him to seek the} 
Presidency. Nevertheless, his friends) 
in the liberal non-partisan organiza+ 
tion, Americans for Democratic Ac-.. 
tion, are preparing to launch a cam-). 
paign on his behalf. The Senator him-+, 

self was backing Senator Kefauver,). 
but’ now is said to consider Senator}, 
Douglas as the best man for the job.j. 
Meanwhile, Douglas has flatly declared! 

“I am in Kefauver’s army. I have en-} 

listed for the duration.”’ Senators Rob-{) 
ert Kerr and Richard Russell have also} 
hit the campaign trail in earnest, and! 

Vice-President Barkley is coyly in the}, 
race. 

Prophet Truman?: Congress, in two} 
separate actions, appears determined to} 
make a prophet of President Truman. § 
In an address to Americans for Demo- } 
cratic Action, he said ‘‘we can always} 
depend on the dinosaur wing of the 
Republican party to give us a campaign 
issue. They always frighten the life! 
out of the voters just before election.” | 
As if in response to this challenge, } 
Congress voted itself a big income tax 
deduction for “‘business’” purposes, and | 
then turned around and killed a bill 
which would have increased old age } 
benefits by $5 a month. A substantial. 
number of “dinosaurs” in the Presi- 
dent’s own party joined with the Re- 
publicans to reject the old age bill 
which also would have raised permitted | 
outside earnings by pensioners from 
$40 to $60 a month. The rejection of 
this measure by Congress, plus giving 
themselves what amounts to a raise, 
made some people feel that the Presi- | 
dent might actually turn out to be a | 
prophet. 

Medical Lobby: The defeat of the bill — 
to make a modest increase in old age | 
benefits came after a telephone cam- | 
paign by the American Medical Asso-— 
ciation. The doctors’ lobby called nearly — 
every member of the House on the eve- 
ning before the vote. AMA said the 
measure was “‘a step towards socialized 
medicine.” This objection to the bill — 
puzzled some people, but finally it was 
discovered that AMA was fearful of — 
provisions allowing totally disabled 
veterans high benefits under certain 
circumstances. These benefits would 
have been available only after a doc- 
tor’s examination at the direction of 
the Federal Security Administrator. 
The doctors’ lobby felt this gave FSA 
too much discretion and was a foot-in- 
the door to “socialized medicine.” 

The Calendar: Congress seems likely 
to pass a “watered down” bill, extend- 
ing price and wage controls for eight 
months to a year ... the McCarran- 
Walters immigration under attack by 

(Cont’d on Page 8, Col. 8) 


Dl 


\ 
mi 
i 

‘ 


itor attacked the priest with a gun 
piece of steel and beat him badly, 
obing him of $1500, the receipts of 
» Saturday night bingo game con- 
ted by the church. Two days later 
uspended policeman was arrested 

confessed. Once more we ask, why 
s the Roman Catholic Church per- 

and promote this immoral busi- 
s? 


* * * 


Co-Ops Growing. The International 
perative Alliance now has 360,000 
‘al associations with 97,000,000 mem- 
rs throughout the world, according 
Cooperative News Service. The Co- 
rative Wholesale Society is the larg- 

. business in Britain. In Japan, Ka- 
wa has developed 34,000 local farmer 
peratives grouped in 22 national as- 
jations since 1947. The membership 
these farmer cooperatives is esti- 
ted at 8,340,000. This is larger than 
total number of Japanese farm 
usholds, but it is accounted for by the 


ojects in a number of communities in 

lahoma, providing homes for 514 
_milies costing from $7,000 to $9,000 
=r unit, with monthly payments from 
15 to $50. Strange to say, the same 
“ople who condemn governmental 
dusing as “socialistic” paste the same 
bel on the efforts of voluntary groups 
» provide housing for themselves. 


* ” * 


Academic Degrees by Mail! Why 
ork three years for a B.D. when you 
an get it by mail? An outfit at Pres- 
xtt, Michigan calling itself the Detroit 
Mivinity Institute offers by mail “pro- 
4ssional courses in Religion leading to 
ye degrees of Bachelor of Divinity and 
toctor of Divinity” to “anyone who 
as the moral and spiritual qualifica- 
ons for the Christian ministry.” By 
ss method, says the mimeographed 
romotional announcement, “anyone 
nywhere in the world may prepare for 
hristian service and obtain a degree.” 
Iso you can subscribe for a ““confiden- 
ial” service that will supply a sermon 
1 outline and exposition for each Sun- 
ay in the month, with special emphasis 
n such Church Days as Good Friday, 
‘aster, Pentecost, Mother’s Day, etc. 
‘ach sermon is recommended (by the 
romoters) as “vivid—forceful, true 
9 the Gospel,” etc. Why burn the mid- 
ight oil reading and studying? Why 
eat your brains out trying to get next 
unday’s sermon? Why not give em a 
ow of the “confidential” canned var- 


sty ? 
ty of J.A.C. 
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Christianizing The Community— 
A Church Function 


‘eligion may damage communities 
as well as improve them.” With this 
Startling statement Mr. Harvey Seifert 
opens the first chapter of his book, The 
Church in Community Action.* 


To support the first part of his state- 
ment Mr. Seifert refers to a study of 
churches and their communities made 
by E. L. Thorndike a few years ago, 
“which showed that in the sample of 
cities covered there was an inverse 
correlation between religious activity 
and community welfare. Where the 
membership of the churches was 
greater, the index of general commu- 
nity goodness—including such factors 
as intant health, educational opportu- 
nities, high wages, good government, 
or the absence of slums and child labor 
—was lower. On the other hand, where 
there was apparently less interest in re- 
ligion, there tended to be greater evi- 
dence of community well-being. While 
churches may not have injured their 
communities, at least they had not in 
general done anything conspicuous to 
improve their social conditions. Fur- 
ther evidence to support the same con- 
clusion has more recently been accumu- 
lated by A. L. Porterfield, a sociologist 
who is personally friendly to the 
church. Using procedures similar to 
those of Thorndike in a study of states 
rather than cities, his statistics pointed 
to the same conclusion.” 


Turning to the positive side of the 
picture the author notes that “along- 
side these disturbing research findings 
individual case studies have shown 
that here and there isolated local con- 
gregations are making unusual contri- 
butions to the transformation of their 
communities. Organized religion can 
perform such a function. Yet in gen- 
era] it has not done so. The only possi- 
ble conclusion is that too few churches 
have been effectively concerned about 
community conditions.” Mr. Seifert 
also points out that while “statistics 
may indicate that church membership 
in the U.S. stands at an all-time high, 
with 58 per cent of the population on 
the rolls, yet a majority of the people 
do not actively practice their professed 
faith. A name on the rolls is neither a 
worshiper in the pew nora Christian in 
the shop or office. . . . The faiths men 
live by are more likely to be scientism, 
nationalism, or materialism than 
Christianity. We pledge our real alle- 
giance to new cars and finer clothes 
rather than to the Sermon on the 
Mount.” 


“The success of the church,” warns 
Mr. Seifert, “is to be judged not pri- 
marily in terms of the growth of aver- 
age attendance, active membership, or 
size of budget, but in terms of personal 
and community change in conformity 
with the purposes of God. These are the 
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reasons for the existence of the 
church.” He further points out that 
“unless it performs these distinctive 
functions, there are no continuing rea- 
sons for its existence. The modern 
church must become more functional 
in its emphasis, concentrating its ener- 
gies more directly and more expertly 
on the transformation of men and so- 
ciety.” 

He further observes that “the more 
neglected of these two functions is 
that of community reformation, using 
the term ‘community’ in its widest 
sense. A community is ordinarily de- 
fined as a group of people residing in 
the same geographical area and shar- 
ing common social institutions... . 
These same people belong also to nu- 
merous communities moving out in 
concentric circles from their local 
neighborhood. They share the political 
and economic institutions of their city 
or their rural town-country commu- 
nity. So also the state and nation con- 
stitute communities, and increasingly 
as trade or political organizations be- 
come global, it is appropriate to speak 
of a world community. The church’s re- 
sponsibility for community improve- 
ment extends into all these areas. Com- 
munity action begins at home but it 
does not end there. The concern of the 
church is as wide as the interest of 
God in the last and the least member of 
the family of mankind... The demand 
of perfection which is inherent in the 
concept of the will of God is both a 
goad and a goal for social endeavor. A 
compelling concern to transform all 
conditions which blight human _ per- 
sonality is an outgrowth of commit- 
ment to the Christian way ... the 
church ought to be the most effective of 
all our social institutions in achieving 
community well-being. If it is to fill 
that neglected niche, it must, however, 
become a more functional church with 


a stronger community concern.” 
R.E.M. 
*Abingdon-Cokebury Press, 1952. $2.75. 


Washington Round-Up 
(Cont’d. from Page 2) 
Senate liberals will probably get passed 
after several of the more than 200 
amendments offered by opponents are 
accepted. A bill approved by the Sen- 
ate Finance Committee will if passed 
by Congress increase allowable tax de- 
ductions for charitable purposes from 
15 to 20 percent. ... The Federal Se- 
curity Agency reports that 750,000 
employees have been placed under so- 
cial security by 36,000 non-profit reli- 
gious, charitable and welfare institu- 
tions... the new Director of Point IV, 
Stanley Andrews is a member of the 
Vienna, Va. Christian Church. ... The 
Methodist Church plans to make a 
Protestant training school for diplo- 
mats (like Catholic Georgetown) of 
American University, Washington, 
D.C. RAF. 
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Tunisia: A Challenge To The West 
(Cont’d from Page 1) 
arrested. All were sent to a desert, 
sandy fortress in the south of Tunisia. 
The leader of the Neo-Destour Party 
was likewise sent south. Nationalist 
newspapers were suppressed, high 
schools were closed, martial law was 
proclaimed and the Bey’s palace sur- 
rounded. The above is a summary in 
condensed form of the statement of the 
case made by Mr. Bokhari, the Pakistan 
member of the Security Council, during 
the debate on the question and can be 
found in the United Nations Bulletin of 

April 15, 1952. 

The request to consider the Tunisian 
complaint was presented by eleven na- 
tions—Afghanistan, Burma, Egypt, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Irak, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Saudi Arabia, and Ye- 
men—representing, as they said, one- 
fourth of mankind. 

The French representative on the 
Security Council opposed placing the 
complaint on the agenda, stating that 
the quarrel was not between France 
and Tunisia, but between the Resident- 
General, in whom French responsibili- 
ties in Tunisia are vested, and certain 
ministers who had been discredited be- 
cause of inertia and tacit complicity in 
acts of sabotage. He declared that ne- 
gotiations for settlement of the dispute 
were going on amicably between the 
Resident-General and the Bey and that 
placing the complaint on the agenda 
would make these negotiations more 
difficult. 

To this statement, Mr. Bokhari re- 
plied, denying that negotiations were 
going on amicably but under duress. He 
stated that the Bey, after the French 
had jailed his ministers, was able to 
find only one man willing to undertake 
the task of forming a cabinet. He had 
found only one man willing to accept a 
cabinet post, and this man, finding 
public feeling against him had refused 
the post and was jailed by the French. 

On the vote to include the complaint 
on the agenda Brazil, Chile, China, 
Pakistan, and the USSR voted in favor. 
France and the United Kingdom voted 
against, and Greece, the Netherlands, 
Turkey and the United States ab- 
stained. 

The Chilean member, who had sub- 
mitted a Compromise resolution, sum- 
med up the negative action of the Coun- 
cil by saying that it would be viewed 
with great concern by the non-perma- 
nent members of the Council, that the 
Council, already limited in its powers 
by the right of veto by the permanent 
members, should not further limit its 
powers by restricting debate. He la- 
mented the fact that a narrow majority 
of 6 had made it impossible to discuss 
a question sponsored by 11 nations and 
supported by 4 members of the Secur- 
ity Council, these 15 nations represent- 
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ing no less than three-quarters of man- 
kind. The point, he insisted, was that 
when one, two or three great powers 
do not want a question to be men- 
tioned in the United Nations, it cannot 
be mentioned, even though a large 
number of members so wish. 

The position of the United States, 
which abstained and thus helped to de- 
feat the motion, was stated by Ernest 
A. Gross, as being that France had 
proposed a program to Tunisia and that 
it would be more profitable to concen- 
trate on it for the time than to take up 
this discussion, and that the matter 
could be brought up again if negotia- 
tions were not successful. The U.S. po- 
sition was interpreted by Mr. Bokhari 
as a reversal of policy and almost “as if 
the United States had made up its mind 
to do a quick U-turn in a one-way 
street.” J.A.C. 


The Problem of Germany 
(Cont’d. from Page 1, Col. 3) 
to integrate a re-armed West Germany 
into the Atlantic Pact arrangement 
that she would not ‘tolerate’ this. 
Since then she has been raising her of- 
fers to Germany and incidentally to the 
Western powers. Unfortunately, Rus- 
sia controls most of the stock in trade 
for such bartering. For these powers 
are in the unenviable position of assur- 
ing the Germans in words that they 
desire the reunification of all Germany 
but at the same time pressing for con- 
crete actions which will finalize the 
division. And if there is anything 
Germans agree on it is that Germany 
shall be re-united. Russia has astutely 
continued to promise such re-unifica- 
tion. 

The Adenauer government has suf- 
fered its most severe opposition on this 
point. The Socialists, led by Kurt Schu- 
macher, and the Protestants of both 
East and West Germany, led by Martin 
Niemoeller and Dr. Heinemann, presi- 
dent of the synod of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, have consistently 
opposed re-arming and joining with 
NATO. 

The reasons for the opposition of 
Protestants are not well known in 
America, although the recent activities 
of Martin Niemoeller have been freely 
commented on in the American press, 
usually adversely. Protestant opposi- 
tion rests chiefly on the fact that East 
Germany is almost entirely Protestant, 
and that Catholics are in control of 
the West. To integrate Western Ger- 
many in NATO is for Protestants “to 
abandon eighteen millions of Protes- 
tant Germans behind the iron curtain.” 
The Swiss Newspaper Die Tat, com- 
menting on the defeat of Adenauer in 
Wurttemberg-Baden and Hessen, two 
large Protestant areas of Germany, 
in the 1951 elections, remarked that 
German Protestantism has the heavy 
political task of uniting the two parts 
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of Germany until they have grown to- 
gether again. This article was titled, 
“Wittenberg and the Secret Germany.” 
Heinz-Horst Schrey, a theologian oi 
Tubingen University, says “The strug: 
gle for Germany’s reunification is a 
struggle for Protestantism’s own exis- 
tence in Germany. Wittenberg, Luth- 
er’s town... is the sole symbol under 
which Germany can reenter into her 
historic role in Western civilization.” 
(Christianity and Crisis, April 28 
1952). Protestants therefore hold tha 
the reunification of Germany has prec- 
edence and that this Germany must be 
neutral between East and West. q 

To counter Soviet propagandé 
against Western policy, which also is 
finding increasing opposition in West 
Germany, the three Western powers 
moved in the General Assembly of the 
U.N. last November to challenge Rus- 
sia. Declaring that Germany could be 
re-unified only after a free expression 
of such a desire by all Germany, they 
proposed that a United Nations Com- 
mission be set up to determine whether 
conditions both East and West would 
permit free elections. The Soviet re- 
jected the proposal. When the com: 
mission was _ established, Premie 
Grotewohl of East Germany declared 
it would not be allowed to operate 
there. This seemed to convict the Com- 
munists of bad faith, and the State De- 
partment commented that the Assem- 
bly had “put its finger on the fraudu- 
lent character of that propaganda.” 

Subsequent events have demo 
strated, however, that the Communists 
still hold plenty of trump cards and 
are willing to play them. In an ex- 
change of four notes in the last ten 
weeks Russia has completely aban 
doned her demands of 1945 for repara- 
tions, and while still opposing elections 
under the direction of the U.N. has 
agreed to internationally supervised 
elections. She completely reversed her 
previous policy also in proposing that 
the re-united Germany be permitted 
“its own national armed forces,” which 
will please the German nationalists. 
She proposed in addition that the new 
nation be restrained from joining “any 
kind of coalition or military alliance” 
against any enemy state of the recent 
war, which will find hearty acceptane 
with all neutralists. She finally pro- 
posed that the Oder and Niesse rivers 
mark the East border of Germany. 
This will not be so acceptable to Ger- 
mans, but border revision is a card 
which the Soviet can play later, ; 

In brief, Western policy with respect 
to Germany is in great jeopardy. Thi 
may be due to the fact that it has been 


nently broken on the anvil of history 
while two rivals seek to barter her soul, 
W.WSS. 


